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associates, inc.

September 13, 1995

Mr. William Caton
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St, N.W.
Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

Rf-CIt: ..FiVE-D·-~N .

SEP 13 1995

Re: FCC 94-324, MM Docket No. 94-)50, FCC 94-322, MM Docket No 91-221, and
FCC 95-315, MM Docket 87-268 V

Dear Mr. Caton,

On Wednesday, September 13, 1995, the Local Station Ownership Coalition
representatives including:

Claudia James - Podesta Associates
Tony Podesta - Podesta Associates
Greg Schmidt - Local Station Ownership Coalition
Milton Maltz - Chairman, Malrite Communications
Ron Inman - v.P., Ellis Communications

met with Commissioner Ness, Commissioner Quello, Commissioner Chong, Brian
Carter, Counsel to Commissioner Barrett, Julius Genachowski, Counsel to Chairman
Hundt, and Bill Kennard, General Counsel, to discuss the Commission's local television
ownership rule as well as high definition television (HDTV). A copy of the presentation
is attached.

Sincerely,

~~
Claudia James, President, Podesta Associates
Representing the Local Station Ownership Coalition

1001 G Street, NW • Suite 900 East· Washington, DC 20001
202.393.1010 I Fax 202.393.')')10 I Mel Man: PODESTA I Internet ')088,)97lDmclman.com



Local Station Ownership Coalition

ABRY Communications
Boston, MA

Act III Broadcasting, Inc.
New York, NY

Argyle Television Holdings, Inc.
San Antonio, TX

Blade Communications, Inc.
Toledo,OH

Clear Channel Television
San Antonio, TX

Ellis Communications
Atlanta, GA

Granite
New York, NY

Kelly Broadcasting Co.
Sacramento, CA

LIN Television Corporation
Providence, RI

Malrlte Communications Group, Inc.
Cleveland, OH

Outlet Communications, Inc.
Cranston, RI

Pappas Telecasting Companies
Visalia, CA

Providence Journal Broadcasting
Corporation
Providence, RI

River City License Partnership
St. Louis, MO

Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc.
Baltimore, MD

Waterman Broadcasting Corp.
Fort Myers, FL
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1 entity jrrm& obta1.1r.i-ng any L~ if ruck licenrs

2 woultl ruult in 0 sudr, person or enti,ty directly or indi-

3 redlty own,ingJ opera,ti-ngJ or etmtrolZing, or Juwing a

4 . ~ interest in, televiWm Itatiofal 'Wh.ick hmJe

5 an fJ(Jflf'6{JlJU naftonal audience reach e:meedi1&{l-

6 "(A) 35 percent, for any determinatWn

7 made under th.iI paragraph. before one ytJ(Jr after

8 th.e da1e ofenactment of this· section; or

9 "(B) 50 percent, for any determination

10 made 1Jlnder this paragraph Oft or after oM year

11 after suck date ofenactment.

12 With'" 3 years after suck date ofenactment, the Com-

13 mis8io'n shaJ], cond'UCt a study Oft the ope'I'Gtion of this

14 paragraph, and submit a report to the C()1I,{J1"e38 on the

15 0 development of competititm "" the t6l8vi8icm market-

16 place and the need for any revisions to or elimi1llJtion

17 of this ptJragnJph.

"(2) MULTIPLE LICENSES IN A ilURKET.-

19 "(A) Lv GENERdL.-The CommUsion skaa

20 prohibit a person. or tm.tity from obta\'n1,-ng any

21 license if such license UJO'U,/,d, result in such person

22 or entity directly or indirectly owning, operat-
.,.

23 ing, or controlling, or having a cognizable inter-

24 est oin, two or more television stations within the

same television. market.

I
I

I
I

i
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1 "(B) ExcEPTION POR JIULTIPLE UIIJ' SU-

2 TIONB &VD POR UHJ'-VlD' COIIBINKPION8.-lVot-

3 ~i1&g.S1IbpaIra.grcrph (.4), t1&e Commission

4 skall not prohibit a p6r.fOn or entity from di-

S rectly or i'lldirectly 01Im,;sg, operali'flg, or con-

6 trolJ.mg, or Jr.aurn.g a cognUabls mt8rest 111, two

7 t8levirion stations 1I1it1t:m the $lJIII6 Ulevirion

8 1M,*" if at lea8t one of suck stations· is a UHF

9 televViofI, unle.u tks Commi#itm determif&eS t1r4t

10 permitti'l&g such. ovmersh.ip, operatitm, or control

11 ttJ'fll harm competition or wilJ, h4rrn the preser-

12 vation oj a dl,versity of media 'Voices -in the local

13 t8levirion market.

14 "(C) EXCEPTION 1'OR VHP-VlD' COMBINA-

15 TION8.-NoturitkstlJ/nding subparaUraph W, the

16 . Commiwion may ~ii a person or 6'ntiiy to

17 directly or ",indirectLy own, tlperat8, or etmtro4 or

18 h.aW a cognizable interest in, two VFIJ! Ulevirion

19 stations witJl.in the same Ulevirion market, if the

20 Cqmmissibn determines that permitting suck

21 O'f.l1M1'S1r,ip7 operatWn, or ctmtroL will not harm

22 competititm and will not harm the preservation

23 of a diversity of media 'voicesin the local tele-

24 ~ma~t
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1 tI(e) LOCAL CRoss-MEDIA OWNERSHIP LiJIITS.-In a

2 procetJdi1&g to grant, renew, or authorize the a33'igmnent of

3 mry ftatiqn. Ucense u1&der thu title, the Gommiaion ·may

4 derry the applicaWm if the Commimon detmni1&e8 that the

5 combmarion., of suck station and more than O'M other

6 1&O'I&broadcast media of ma83 communicai'ion 'U1OUld result

7 in an U1Idue C01IM&t7'anon ofmedia 1JOices 1" the mpecti'Ve

8 loctJl marltet. I'll coMideri'1l{J rmy mck combination, the

9 CommWitm sJtall not grant the applicatio'I& ifall Ute media

10 of 'maB3 com17&1mication in sucJr. local market would be

11 0fJlI&«i" qperat8d, or ctmtrolled by frwo or fewer p6'1'SO'nS or

12 entities. This subsection shaU. 'not cunstif:u:te autMrity jor

13 the Commission to prescribe regu.latitms crmtain11&g local

14 C1YJSS-media ~~'p Z~mitatitms. The Gommi=ion may

IS not, U'r&der the authority of thu~ require any per

16 son or entity to di11Ut itself oja'1&Y portion ofany combma

17 titm of sta:Wm8 tmd other malia oj'7J'1a83 commvn1cations

18 t1ust sw:k perBOf& or entity oums,~ qr etnrlrol:l an

19 tM dai8 of enat:hrumt of tAu section .wn/aa sucJr. person or

20 entity acquire3 another station or other media ofmass com

21 munications after sudr. date ·in such. local market.

22 "(d) TRANSITION PROVISlONS.-d.:ny pro11ision of a'1&Y

23 regulation prescribed befo're the daie oj enactment oj this

24 seetirm that is i1&Crmsistentu.'ith the requirements oj this

25 seetiO'n skalL cease to be effectt1;e on suck date ojen.adment.

HE. 1555 RH-i)
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1 The Commission sJ&aJ,1, complete aIJ actions (incl:u.ding any

2 ·rectmsideratirm) 1l8C6$I(Jry to amend ~ regulQ;t'io1Z$ to con

3 ftmn to the requirements of this~ not later than 6

4 months after sucJr, dat8 of6'1UJChnen1. Notmng 'in this section

5 shall be construed to fWOAibit the COftn1nuJt'ion or rmewal

6 0/ any tel8Nitm local mGikm'l&{/ agreement that is in effect

7 em suck dat8 of enactment and thai is in compliance with.

CommWion~ 01& sucJr, date. It.

9 (b) CONFORJIING A.DYDIlENT.-8dion 613(a) o/the

10 Act (47 U.S.C. S33(a)) 18 repealed.

11 SEC. 303. FOIUfIGN INV1lSTJI1lN'1' AND OWNE1lSll1P.

12 (a) 8T.iTIOlV LICENSZ8.--&cf:itm. 310(a) (47 U.S.C.

13 310(a)) is amended to read asfol1ows:

14 "(a) (}&LVT TO OR HOLDING BY FOREIGN (}oVERN

15 JlENT DB JlEpREUNT.A.TIVE.-No nation Zicense reflUtired

16 U/IUJer title ill of fh.i8 Act sJw,J], be granted. to or held by

17 any foreign goverrrmetd or any~'lJ8 thereof. This

18 subseci'ion sAaJ1, Mi apply to licenIu 1ssu.ed 'UtN1er suck

19 terma aM COfIdilioflB (J8 tM CommimOn may pracribe to

20 mobil8 ea,rlh. stalioftI engaged in 0CCMitmaL or wm-ferm

21 tra1&S1J'&is3ions -rna satellite _of audio or tel8Nitm program

22 material cmd a'U:l:ilJ,iary signals ·if suck transmissions are

23 not "intended frr direct~ception by the general p1J1Jlicin

24 the United States.".
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Section 3OJ. Brotulcat oum.en/&ip
SectiaD. 302 .... Title m of the CommuDicadOllS Act by in
~ a uw MCdoIl 381 addlwIiDI broadcest OWIlership.

s.ctloa 33'T, IUbject to the~ specUJed in tb.i4 sec:tion,
prohibits the Conmiteion &om. PnscribiDa' or ea.forciu my repla
tioD wbiah pl'Ol6lt11 or l1mitI, 011 a u.adOaal··or 1oaI1 buia, a Ii
ceD88e &om boWfnC .y tbrm of 0WIlC'Ibip or other interest in two
or 1DGN broMcIst Itat:Iau or in a broadcUt station ally other me
dium of .... CGlDJDlIDiatiou. This section Uo prohibita the Com
miaaiOll flom~ or IDlorciDI my rep.laticm which pro
hibits a penon or ctlty from 0WDiD&'. operating or controJUnc two
or mare ....won:. of braMcut ItUfaaI or d'om 0'WDiDr. oper&t:fDa',
or contalJl:Dc a utwcark of bl'08Clcuf; stat:iAms ad any. other me-
dium of caIII1ItaDtcetJou

For of tbiII IICt:fGa. it is t:be intmtioD of the Committee
that "'1Mdla.iD. of JUII CGID1D1IDic:atln- in a sma. local· market
shall iDclncIe oa1y radio ancl teJa9i8ioIl broadcUt statiou I1censed
to COIDJIl1UIitiM in the m.rbt, claily newspapers publlabed in com
munitill in the marUt. and cable t:UrriIloD or other equivalentvi_ cWttery~ wb1ch serve communities in the market.
The Committee inteIub that the ownership lWtric:tiol1l contained
in sectioIl 331 apply only to the acquisition of media outlets and
not to tba c:reat:loD. or IWIr media outlets. .

Sec:tl0ll 33'T(bXl) is iD.tmcied to eliminate current limits placed on
te1evilioa audicce aadoDwide and to place new limits on OWU8r
ship of~ stadou by a stncie eD~ at a national audience
raC:h~ percet for the year followiDi eDadmeDt of this
section anc:l. ODe ,.r. to 50 pe1"C8Ilt of the natlonal audience.
This seatiaD does not cbap the !D.etbodoJ.otD' for c:a1c:ulatinc .'"na
ticma1 audience rac:h- cammtly employed by·the Commission. For
example, CUI'l'IIltlY. the audience ieacl1 of UHF statioDs is dis
coUDt8d.. ThiI "UD diIcaw1t" appro~y reflects the technical
and ..... b.n"...... qp1Jcab18 to UB:F facilities and the Com
mittee .. DOt~ t6at the UHF diICount ca1caJation will be
modI8tIcl ., • to impede tba objec:ti... of this section.

T.bia I8CdoIl cUrtcta tbe CmnJgiMjon to eoDduct a study of the 0p
eration of tt.e IUltiIaal CJ'WD.Inh4» IbnitatioDa and to submit a re
port to~ OD t:be~t of~ in the tele
vi8ioa._= aa4 the 11_ ifmy, to rmait tbeH lfmitatiou.

SectbI X2) ... forth the c:iJ"c:nm'*'JIcM UDder which OI1e
en~~ 0WIl or operata two te1e'riaioD. statioD.I in a local D181'bt.
The ~jttelbell...- that aip'd"caD* eh.aDps in local video mar
Uta, wbidllDducle m- in the Ilumber O£ local telmsion sta
tioD8 aacl other muJtkobennel competitors, require substantial de
regu1atia1l of the local telm.Iion ownership rules. This is especially
true with respect to UHF stations which continue to operate with
sipificut teChDical and economic handicaps. The Committee be
lieves that these market developments require substantial deregu
lation of 1oc:al .statton ownership and snater reliance on market
place forces to auure viJorous competition and diversity. Permit
ting commOIl OW'I1ersbip of stations will promote the public interest
by harnessing operatiq' efficiencies of commonly owned. facilities.
thereby increasing competition and diversity. =
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SuboarMra1ah (B) cnatM a atroa&pr-nnpijoD in Ca1'01' of UHFI
UBI' _ UHrIY'BF~...... -The Ccmnnlttee ciaeI not _vi-
sion tbat thiI MCttoIl wDl be Irtmsecf, by tba CoJnmfeeicm to impe
a~ rniew prac.. Bat:w.'tbe e-ft:tM ezpectI that
tba Com.iMim'. rmew of UBrIUBr aDd oBrlVBF COIIIbiDatIcms
will be tziawncl ollly when tbare if niUace of harm to competi
tion and afftrsity, e.r., where there is a daDpr of mdue COIl-
catratioll. .
S~ (C) c:Wi&s that tbe Commj..m may a1ao p4Il'mit

VHFIY'D CmDbiDatiou wheN it~ th8 cIaUir 10 Willl10t
harm coauedtloD aDd. dlwnity. OaJlb the prI!IUIIlptbl ill CaW!' of
UHl'IUBI' and UBFIVBF c:ombiDatioDl, the Committee ."IiIioDs
the CommilliOIl'S review W1der subparqraph (C) will be on a cue
bY<IM buia.

SubeecCIoA (c) ~ta the CommilliOll, UDder cert:aiD drC'JJ"'*.... to COIlIider CODC8Ilt:rat:ioa.l of Joc:al JIMldIa~ in
pnc:eeclbll'a to pmt, reaew ar autbadu tile UIIIamat of Itatlollue;u;:rn a pJooceed'n, to ~t, ~, or audi«Jse tbe uatp
m.eIli at my statioa l10Iue UDder this tltJ., tbe Commi-oll may'
deny tbe appllcatfcm if the Coram.-OIl clet.ermiDes that the com
biJlatioD. of such station aDd more tbaA .. other DOIl-bruadcut
media oflDUl commumc:.tiOIl would. ren1t ill an UDclue COD.CeDtra
tiOIl of JMdia wiCIS in tile~,. local marbt. The Commis
sioll s1Wl DOt ItUt appUcailoaa that woa1d result in two or fewer
persou or' II1titiescontrolllDr all the media of IDUI c:ammUDica
tiou ill the market. This sectioll does not coudtute authority for
the CommiMion to prac:ribe l"IfI'Ilatiolls containin. Ioc:al c::rou
media O'WDMShip limi+.adoD.l. Funber, it is not the iIltellt of the
Committee to require dlTlliitare at my aiaiDr intertsts, but the
CoJnmjMioIl may condition tbe PDt of lID llpIiJicatioll to acquire
additioDal medi& ill...... The Committee iIlteD.da tbia limitation
to ba1aDcl the need.ll of OWUES of media properQee uul the historic
interest in maintainjn. a dmmIityof voices in the media. The
Commi#rte be1ifms that theM prmaioDs permit appropriate con
solidatJoa of media~ to occur while maintaining several
iI1cIeDeaMat "VOices ill e&ch local market.
S~ (cl) cla:ri&s that my Commjuim rule pl'llCribed

prior to tbe date of -aec:tmellt of tbia l8liaJadoa. that is iDcaDailltellt
with the~ of tbJa section is e«ed:lvely repealed. on the
date of -.ae:tDLct. It is the Committee'. iJlt.eIltkID that ra1ea nec·
....,. to impl.....t tbe r:.t,vUioD. of the~ ,COIIC8I'DiD( broadcut
0WIIlInIatp be tlD81izecl wi liz DIGIltha of....t- Acain. the
Comnjttee am:. that ill~ Umita in owaerabip, it specift
cally bu not cbupd t.be Commi.....'. CU1'l'II1t~ of cal
mba., ar attribUtiDI ownenb.ip. The Committee does noC .vi
siOIl tbIa Commiaafou, either in pend'"r raJ-na!dD( proc:eedJnp 011
tel89iIioa owunbip_aDd attribution staudarda, maJdDr c:haD.ges ill
itl ruJ. wbic:h would impede tbe objeett,. of this section.

NotbiD( ill subsectiOIl (d) is to be construed. to prohibit the con
tinuation or renewal of my television localllUU'ketinl' agreement in
effect on the date of enactment. The Committee wishes to note the
positive contributions of television local marketill( agreements and
to asaure that this lectslation does not deprive the public of the
benefits of existing loCal marketill(. agreements that were other-
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wile in comp"." wit:I1 CommigiM repIadou OIl the date of erl
adlMDt of tbiII ter'adoD. The del__ piDed tJuoach tbese
~a haft~ ....tial rewards tor both~
aDd. diYWIIit:J. eaabJJU statiou to 10 OIl tbe air wb&:h woUlcl not
~ be able to Obtain ftD_nc:ing, and u:tiDg tamng statloD8
which would. otherwise go dirk.

'---s.:SioA 303. Fonip iI&vatmat and oU1M1'8hi.p
SectioD 308 .... MCtioI:l 310(&) of the CommUDicatfOll8 Act to

aem.pt u.u. to -one eerth scatiau ...... in oeeuioaal or
short-term tnnpieions • satellite of audiO or tele9iaion pro
~ matedal .. aailiary sill"l, it such tzu.tjuiou are not
mtellded tor dInc:t receptioIl by the pura1 public in the UDited
States. The Cown'ttee iDtID.ds tb.i.I~ to GItIIlpt sateWte
~tMriK .(SNG) equiflDeD.t troiIl the pI'O'riIiGu of section
31O(a). wIUchDan~~t repnMa.tatn. from receiv
iDa' .a ndia ttadoD. u.Da. SNG termiD.IJa are u.t.eUlte IUdl sta
tiou that CIID be tziIupoI'ted to a pfOll'Ull oriliD_doD. site. either
in the U.s. or in fbreiP countries, by car, truelt and/or commerc:iaJ:
a.ircnft.

Broadalt ItadoDI or networks owned by a foreip.~t,
~ IOJIM form of peI'DJIleDt support, or ba'iiDl101I1e form
of rela1iOubip with the government (which conatitate the '9Ut ma
jority of f'onip broll1cUt stations or netWOrks) UDder current law
may be~ to be fcmti&n govemmenu or "representatives"
for~ of MCtion 310(a). Because of the widesPread im~~.,.
sioll. th&t U.s. law imposes an impediment to the operation of SNG
facilities by tbreiIn broadcast sau:ions or networks, foreip authori
ties have r.u:tad by 1:ak:iDI ae:ti0D8, or are coDlidmJur tak:i.ug ac
tiooa, that e6ctiftly bar or make it more d.ifIlCUitror the U.S.
media to~ their own SNG tanninsls witbin the foreip au
thorities' jurj.I6:cioD.I. By amendiDi section 310(a). the Committee
int8D.da to Dl'O"'iAe the Commjllion with explicit authority for li
cenRnr SNG opentiou in the United States for tb.IIe entities that
haft some form. of re1atioa.sb.i.p to a foreisn goverDJIlent and to ....
sure that U.s. broedcut stations or networka maintain their cur
rent authOrity to operate SNG equipment in other countries.

Sect:km 3lO<bX4J of the Communications Act allows foreiID. own
ership of tbe boWfn, compulY of a radio licensee to ezceecl 25 per
cent but it lifts the Cnjmilljm the disc:retion to~ or cieIly
the pu.i ofa lJoIa. Mif the CommjMion ft.D.da tbat the DUblic in
telWt wiD. be MI'ftIl by the retUsIl or re'9OC8.tion of such 1IceDae.It 12

A~ on in..,etlGIlIl talec:ommUDicatioaa r8f'latioIl compiled
by tba FeMral ConnnnicatioD8 Bar Auoc:iation JD 1993 c:amctly
in1:el'pntllMetaa 31O(bX4) .. follows: "Uncler the terms of the stat
11te, the Comml'" must find that a retUsal of the licen.se to a
COJIl1MUly in wbicb. Uf.eD. ownership in its bolding com~y uceeds
the twenty..ftve percIIlt benchmark serves the public interest.
Therefore, the onus is on the Commission to prove that the re.lued.
public interest standard mmdates a re;tJ.$4l of the license re
quest. 13 The Committee notes that the Commission bas consist-

.-



b...MA', Bring N,w Stations

WFTE ChannelSl, Salem, IN/LouisVille, KY (UHF, Paramount)
WORB Channel 41, Louisville, KY (UHF, Fox)

ThomMu4fon:l is a Salem, Indiana dairyfarmer who recetwda constnlction permitfrom the FCC in 1990 to builda television station.
He met two ofthe Commissions ~criteriafornew licensees: ties to the local community and civic involvement

No Financing
Lodbd sIrugled to find a loan, but 110 bank1hougbttho stIIioo. would be profitable enough to risk financing.· For three years, Ledford went
back to the FCC for an extension ofhis con.st:ruction permit

LMA Boosts Value
However, an lMA agreement with WDRB-Louisville suddeoly made WFTE an attractive investment With a WFTE financing guarantee,
the station received financing, and went on the air-in a short period oftime.

Increased competition
WFTE competes with and differentiates itself from the seven other television stations in its market by broadcasting independent and
syodieated programming, as well as live university bubtball and football games not canied by the networks or cable channels. Again,
through a joint operating venture, the viewers in Louisville have gotten more diverse programming choices.

KXAN Channel 36, Austin, TX (UHF, NBC)
KNVA Channel 54, Austin, TX (UHF, Warner Brothers)

AformerAllltin news anchor helpedfount!KNVA Chonne154- a station whose construction permit almost expired due to lack ofcapital
to finish construction. KXAN entered into an lMA with Channel 54 and brought it on the air.

Hispanic Programming
The fcxmer news anchor is Hispanic, and hid an interest in bringing Spanish-language public service programming to the market After
placing two Spanish-language programs 00 the air, the station is fJDW devdoping a Spanish-language public affairs program in the language.

Unique Children's Show
Twelve-year-old Chelsea Hernandez is an Austin celebrity: KNVA provided her an outlet for her program in which she interviews other
kids her age who have developed interesting ideas of their own.

Greater Public Service
!<NYA repeats KXAN's 6 and 10 p.m. newscasts an hour later for those who miss them. The station also broadcasts its own ·Weather
Minute" program, which provides 30 seconds ofup-to-the minute weather forecasting and 30 seconds of live Doppler radar images.

Outlet for Fledgling Warner Brothers Network
With only foW' other full-power stations in Austin, there was no station available to carry the new Warner Brothers Network, or for that
matter, many other syndicated programs. KNVA is bringing more choice to Austin viewers and more competition.



ItIMonI laved From Financial Crt..More Program Choices for Viewers

WOTV Channel 41, Battle Creek, MI (UHF, ABC)
WOOD Channel 8, Grand Rapids, MI (VHF, NBC)

worv, 1M ABC affiliate, was squeued by competitionfrom an overlappingABC affiliate, the entrance ofnew statio1U into the maThl,
and incretued programming C08ts. Even after eliminating Its local news programming and laying off21 news staffers the station
continued to lose more than $1 million peryear. Without drtutic action, the station would have gone dark.

Salvaged by LMA
In 1991, worv entered into an LMA with the NBC affiliate in Grand Rapids. worv is once again producing local news programming
at 6:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. and after a four year effort, is once again profitable.

As a healthy station once again, worv has become an active force in community affairs, sponsoring many civic activities and events in
Battle Creek: and Kalamazoo.

KXTX Channel 39, DallasiFt Worth,TX (UHF, independent)
KXAS Channel 5, Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX (VHF, NBC)

Before its LMil with KXAS, KXTX Channel 39 Wtu a marginal bWiMss, a struggling illlkpendent station competing with 15 other
statio1U, including major independent group OWMrs Paramount andFox. It had no real news programs, veryfew viewers, big debts
and no viable future. .

Station Turned Around by LMA
After entering into an LMA with KXAS, KXTX was able to pay all of its bills and regain its financial footing. The station airs KXAS's
6 and 10 p.m. newscasts at 7 and midnight -- the first newscasts at those times in the DallasIFt Worth area. KXrX's LMA allowed it to
provide seven hours oflocal election coverage. On election night, the first wall-to-wall local election coverage in the history of the market.

WWHO Channel 53, Chillicothe, OH (UHF, Warner Brothers)
WCMH Channel 4, Columbus, OH (VHF, NBC)

ChiUicothe's Channel 53 was poorly operated and in financial distress. The station found help in WCMH-Columbus. After entering into
an LMil with the Columbus station, Channel 53's programming sprung to life. Consumers in the station's market now have access to
programming that otherwise would not have been available.

10 o'clock News
Chamel S3 added locally-produced daily newscasts (the first 10 p.m. newscast in the area), totalling 3.S hours a week. It also opened a news
bureau in Cbi1licotbe and is slated to begin producing weekly community affairs programs. PSA's are produced in-house and aired regularly.

Local Sports
sporting events of local interest -- Ohio University football and basketball, and Columbus Chill hockey -- have been added to the schedule.
School closing announcements are computer generated and scrolled across regular programming.

Children's Programming
Another addition to Channel 53 since its LMA with WCMH-Columbus has been locally-produced "Kids 53" segments which airs within
children's programs between 6 a.m. to 9 am. and 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. These segments feature a host who uses humor and graphics to educate kids
on a wide variety of subjects.

More Jobs
Local jobs in traffic, news, technical operations, promotion and sales have been created.



LMA's Increase News, Public Service Programming

WEVU Channel 26, Bonita Springs, FL (UHF, ABC)
WBBH Channel 20, Ft. Myers, FL (UHF, NBC)

Channel 26 did not have a viable news department. It could not afford the capital expenditures necessary to establish one. However,
after entering into an lMA with an WBBH-Ft. Myers, the news departments combined, and eqUipment became more affordable when
spread and shared among the two stations.

4 and 5 p.m. News
As the bottom-rated television station in the market for more than ten years, WEVU could not afford a real news department. An LMA with
WBBH, however, provided WEVU the opportunity to provide in-depth local news coverage for the first time. The combined news staff
increased from 24 to 70, and the station added two more news bureaus. The station is serving the public by offering newscasts at times other
than the traditional 6 and 11 p.rn. slots. Channel 26 now provides its market's first 4 to 5 p.m. local newscast, and is gearing up to add the
first 7 to 7:30 p.m. local newscast. And WEVU supplements WBBH's newscasts, which are the QD1y source of news for all the cable
companies in the market.

Extensive Election Coverage
WEVU also has access to satellite trucks through WBBH, which recently contributed to its recent election coverage. The station
broadcasted from election headquarters and candidates homes, and sent crews to cover the governor's race and Sen. Connie Mack's re
election bid. WEVU also had acomputer at the station which provided up-to-date election infonnation, which was then broadcast through
breaks in programming, and scrolled across the screen during regular programming. Without the LMA, this amount ofcoverage would
not have been possible.

WOIO Channel 19, Cleveland, OH (UHF, CBS)
WUAB Channel 43, Cleveland, OH (UHF, independent/Paramount)

In Cleveland, WOlO Channell9 was a victim ofthe network affiliation switches last year - it was dropped by Fox in favor ofChannel
8. At the same time, an independent station, WUAB Channel 43, was facing declining audience shares.

More Localized Programs
By entering into an LMA both Channel 19 and Channel 43 have increased the quantity and quality of their local programming. Channel
19 has been able to affiliate with CBS and bas invested millions ofdollars in initiating a new local news service, employing over 100 people
and producing morning news inserts and two evening newscasts -- one at 6 p.m. and another at 11 p.m. Both stations have increased their
public service to Cleveland residents, having substantially increased their hours oflocally-produced programming.


